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of dingy colours and probably approach the Megaloptera more
nearly than any other of the Neuroptem. When at rest the
wings lie close to the body. The legs are short, but Ithone
can run rapidly like a cockroach.
The head is large and sessile on the prothorax. There are
well-developed biting mandibles which are not toothed
internally. Those of the male are longer and sharper than
those of the female. The maxillae have five-jointed palpi,
the labium is reduced and bears a pair of long three-jointed
palpi. Antennae are filiform and tapering, prominent com-
pound eyes are present, but ocelli are wanting or vestigeal.
The thorax is stout, the wings are narrow and usually dark
brown in colour. When at rest they are roofed over the body.
There are one or more radial sectors and a humeral recurrent
vein is present. Legs are short, each with a five-jointed tarsus
and bilobed empodium. The abdomen is stout. Males are
smaller than females and can be recognized by the genitalia.
Eggs are laid in sand and are large, oval and soft: being
covered with a sticky material the sand grains adhere to them.
The larva is a soft, whitish, burrowing, blind, Melolonthoid
grub (Plate II, Fig. 10). Mandibles and maxillae are, as usual,
adapted for sucking, but are short and of simple form. This
larva passes a subterranean existence, feeding upon other
larvae, as for example those of Melolonthid beetles. There
are five larval instars. The pupa is enveloped in a cocoon
and is also under sand. When about to emerge the pupa
escapes and makes its way to the surface.
The family has been reviewed by Tillyard, Trans. Linn. Soc.
N.S.W., 1919, and the life-history of Ithone described (Butt.
Ent. Res., 1922).
Economic importance slight, but beneficial.
HEMEROBIIDJE.
Brown lace-wings.
Antennae long, moniliform. Wings with at least two
radial sectors. Subcosta runs into margin of wing and not
into radius.
This family is of world-wide distribution. The Hemerobiidce
are delicate Neuropterous insects (Plate III, Fig. 4), usually